Bumblebees are among the wost endearing
ano familiar of garden insects. The sight and
sound of bees droning wethodically from
flower to flower (s a quintessential part of a
summer’s day. sadly, these affable insects are
struggling to survive in a wodern world of
hoabitat  loss, pesticides and  intensive
agriculture. However, You can help them! why
not ask for some leaflets about what you can
do to conserve bumblebees tn Your own garden.

what are buniblebees?

Brumblebees ave the Large, very furry and often
brightly colowred insects that arve familiar
visitors to our gardens. They belong to a group
of insects called the Hymenoptern, which also
includes the wasps, ants and bees, all of which
are chavacterised by a nipped-in waist.

Bumblebees are adapted to colder climates and
are therefore predominantly  found n the
northern Memlsphere, L temperate, montane
and sub-arctic veglons. There are about 250
_nown specles of bumblebee worlowiode, 25 of
which are wative to the UK. WUnfortunately,
three of the UK's species arve alveady extinet,
two are critically endangered and several more
are heading that way, unless we act quickly!

Please turn over for some bumblebee facts!

/Are they dﬁﬁerewt\

to howeg bees?

Yes! Although
closely velated, they
ave very different,
Bumblebees are
native to the UK,
whereas the one
species of honeybee
found tn the UK Ls
domesticated.
Honeylbees also Look
very different, belng
muceh smaller,
drabber colowred and
less hatry thaw thelr
vibra nkly coloured

and {vm%

\bumbtebee cous'wus/




Bumblebee Facts

/ Life Cycle \

Bumblebees ave social tnsects.
They Llve tn a nest of up to
400 ndividuals, ruled bg i
queen.  After  hibernating
throughout the the
queen emerges Lt Spring to
start a new nest. She L%s
several  batches  of  eggs
throughout the suummer, which
she sits on and Lncubates b@
shivering her flight wuscles
to ogenerate enough heat to
Reep them close to 20°C. These
eggs oevelop into the femnle
workers, whose job it is to feed
anol nurture the colony.

wlinter,

Towards the end of the
summer the queen produces
male offspring, along with
new gueens. After mating, the
males die off, as do the old
queen. ano workers. Only the
new, fertilised gqueens survive
to  hibernate  through  the
winter, Ln order to start nests

of thetr own the following
spring.

/ BLmblebees do produce honey l\
However, they only produce Lt in
very small amounts, unlilee
honeylees, which produce enough
g howey for humans to mwes’c./

4 N

BLmblebees are not at all
aggressive, and Will only sting
Lf they feel very threatened.
Ownly the females can sting.

= j

/Bumbwbees have sielly {eet!\
After feeding, they leave a
chemical scent on the flower to
warn other bumblebees to avold
that flower because the nectar
K has alveady been taken. /

Bumblebees eat nectar and pollen
and may {L@ over a waile from
thelr nest to fina food.

/D’Lﬁermt buumblebee species mve\
different length tongues, which
sult them to visiting different
flowers. So, severnl species can

happily Live alongside one
another, provided a range of

\d’uﬁfermt flowers ave pr@sew‘c./
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