
West Country Buzz

What is the West Country Buzz 
project?

West Country Buzz supports farmers and 
landowners to adopt pollinator-friendly 
farming practices, helping to increase wild 
pollinators on their farms and across the 
landscape. 

The plight of the bumblebee

Two UK bumblebee species have become 
extinct since the start of the 20th century, 
and others have declined dramatically. 
There are far fewer wildflowers in the 
landscape than there used to be, meaning 
that many of our bumblebee species are 
struggling to survive.

Why do we need bees and other 
pollinators in our farmland?

1 75% of our most important food crops  
 rely on pollinators, contributing over  
 £600 million annually to the UK   
 economy
2 Pollinators increase crop quality and  
 quantity 
3 Forage legumes such as clover need  
 bumblebees for pollination
4 Pollination increases plant genetic  
 diversity, making plants more adaptable  
 to changing conditions e.g. climate  
 change

5 Loss of pollinators could trigger the loss  
 of other wildlife: they are a fundamental  
 part of food chains on which many other  
 species depend.

How can West Country Buzz help 
farmers and landowners?

Our advisor is here to offer:

• Free, no obligation, 1to1 tailored advice  
 on enhancing farms for pollinators

• Free guidance & support for applicants  
 choosing the Wild Pollinator & Farm  
 Wildlife Package - where to locate  
 options for biggest impact & success;  
 how to implement options; ongoing  
 management advice; assistance with  
 the application process

• Free training workshops on   
 understanding pollinators and simple  
 steps to incorporate their needs into  
 farm management plans.

Working with landowners in Devon to support pollinator 
friendly land management.

Images - Top right: Common carder 
bee (Bombus pascuorum) Linda 

Peall; Bottom right:  Male, Red-tailed 
bumblebee (Bombus lapidarius)

Follow us on:



Bumblebee Conservation Trust, Parkway House Business Centre, Eastleigh Works, Campbell Road, 
Eastleigh, Hampshire SO50 5AD. The Bumblebee Conservation Trust is a registered charity (England 
& Wales 1115634 / Scotland SC042830). www.bumblebeeconservation.org for more information. Ja
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West Country Buzz – a focus on 
Devon

Most advice on pollinators is aimed at 
arable rather than pastoral farming. This 
bias urgently needs to be addressed. 
Working with farmers in Devon means 
that we can promote and develop the 
Countryside Stewardship Scheme Wild 
Pollinator and Farm Wildlife Package, 
taking into account arable, pastoral and 
mixed farming practices.

We don’t have much distribution and 
abundance data for bumblebees in Devon. 
Without this, we are unaware of what’s 
happening to them and can’t protect 
vulnerable species. West Country Buzz 
aims to increase bumblebee recording to 
help us monitor populations and detect 
warning signs and target conservation 
efforts. 

To get involved and learn how to identify 
bumblebees, why not attend a workshop. 
Keep an eye on our events calendar. It 
may be possible to arrange a workshop 
in your local area if you can get a group 
of people together – see details below for 
information. Help us to monitor bumblebees 
by participating in our survey schemes.

What else can be done to help 
bumblebees?

Join the Bumblebee Conservation 
Trust today and help to save Britain’s 
bumblebees! We are a small independent 
charity that relies on the generous support 
of the public. Your membership is vital. 
It helps to fund and support our work to 
conserve habitats, raise awareness and 
influence policies to support bumblebees 
and other pollinators. 

Visit www.bumblebeeconservation.org/
support-us/become-a-member

This project is funded by Natural England as part 
of DEFRA’s National Pollinator Strategy.

Devon

 contact: Cathy Horsley for further information, or to arrange a farm visit.
 email: cathy.horsley@bumblebeeconservation.org 
 telephone: 07951 154530

Contact details
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