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rg/donate
A special thank you to the following donors, funders 
and partners:
We are extremely grateful to those individuals and organisations who have 
so generously supported the charity during 2016/17. On behalf of everyone 
at the Bumblebee Conservation Trust, we would like to thank the following 
for their support:

BBC Lifeline Appeal donors • Big Lottery Fund • Caithness & North 
Sutherland Fund • Ernest Cook Trust • Garfield Weston Foundation • Henry 
C Hoare Charitable Trust • Heritage Lottery Fund [thanks to funds raised 
through the purchase of National Lottery tickets] • Lovells International 
LLP • Natural England • Olswang LLP • Pembrokeshire Coast National 
Park Authority Sustainable Development Fund • Postcode Local 
Trust • RSPB • Scottish Natural Heritage • SCVO • The Banister Charitable 
Trust • The HDH Wills 1965 Charitable Trust • The Margaret Davis 
Charitable Trust • Millennium Stadium Charitable Trust • The Pauline 
Meredith Charitable Trust • The Steel Charitable Trust • The Waterloo 
Foundation • Waitrose
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Financials Future plans
The Trust is well-placed to inspire more people to 
become involved, educated and passionate about 
bumblebees. The foundations laid over the last ten 
years and the significant increased interest in the Trust 
this year will enable us to grow sustainably and make 
a real impact on people’s behaviour towards wildlife 
generally and bumblebees in particular.

The Trust will remain science-led and evidence-based, 
and will put more time and resources into developing 
a strong educational resource that helps and supports 
educators as well as being inspiring to those being 
educated. Through projects, partnerships, research, 
and crucially through BeeWalk, we will continue to 
work towards answering the question – ‘how are our 
bumblebees doing?’ Holding reliable data on all 25 
species of bumblebees across Great Britain will inform 
our conservation work for both rare and abundant 
bumblebees.

Thurso: Gateway to the 
Great Yellow: Katy Malone
I am working with Iona Cameron, a 
local crofter in Caithness who has 
agreed to help. ‘The practical and 
friendly support and advice was all 
I needed to make little changes to the 
way I do things at the Moss of Halkirk 
and hopefully have a better habitat for 
the Great yellow bumblebee. It’s such  
a wonderful insect  
and small changes  
can make a big  
difference to it’.

Pollinating the Peak:  
Gill Perkins, ceo

How does it feel to be working on a 
project that has momentum? You can 
feel the positive buzz in the air – it’s like 
‘unreasonable urgency’. You can spot the 
excitement a mile off, this is the 
feeling Pollinating the Peak has 
generated in the short time it has 
been active in the Peak District/
Derbyshire. It’s a ‘unique selling 
point’ that is difficult to emulate 
and almost impossible to 
achieve by design. People want 
to engage in this project.

bumblebeeconservation.org

We have a number of regional projects that require 
funding and our focus for 2017/18 will be to secure 
match funding and create new income streams from 
channels including legacies, major donors  
and corporate entities. 

Caithness

William Prestwood  
Trustee, A & N Daniell Charitable Trust 
Explains why A & N Daniell Charitable Trust has 
been supporting our work for a number of years.

“One of the issues closest to the 
hearts of the two founders of the 
Trust, Noreen and Tony Daniell, 
was the protection of the English 
countryside. They were passionate 
about wildlife and, in their lifetimes, 
did much to support the work 
of conservation groups. They 
would have been very excited to 
know that their support was now 
helping the work of the Bumblebee 
Conservation Trust. They were 
both keen gardeners and were 
well aware of the importance and 
fascination of bees and other 
pollinators.”

We would also like to take this opportunity to thank our valued members, volunteers, individual donors, and the corporates and grant 
making trusts who have supported our work. We would like to thank our generous benefactors for these important legacy gifts:

The Late John Bryson Houston • The Late Miss Catherine Anderson Allan • The Late Mrs Diana Elizabeth Guillen • The Late Dr Jane Tyrer

As well as those listed above we would like to thank those benefactors who requested to remain anonymous.
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These financial figures have been taken from the statutory Annual Report and Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 March 2017. The financial statements 
were audited by Johnston Carmichael LLP, who gave no adverse opinion on the state of  the Trust’s affairs, the accounts and the Trustees’ report. A full copy  
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Total Income 
2015/16

Total expenditure for the year ended  
31 March 2016 was £776,240

  Total expenditure on Charitable Activities £670,565

  Proportion of Total Expenditure spent on  
Charitable Activities was 86 pence per pound

Total income for 2015/16 was £784,206
Donations & gifts £234,334 30%

Legacies £20,099 2%

Grants £328,904 42%

Membership fees £140,404 18%

Trading activities £59,793 8%

 Investments £672

Total Income 
2016/17

Total expenditure for the year ended  
31 March 2017 was £838,497

  Total expenditure on Charitable Activities £730,643

  Proportion of Total Expenditure spent on  
Charitable Activities was 87 pence per pound

Total income for 2016/17 was £1,099,801
Donations & gifts £294,569 27%

Legacies £234,405 21%

Grants £351,528 32%

Membership fees £167,266 15%

Trading activities £51,548 5%

 Investments £485

Reserves: The Trust set aside reserves to ensure that its work can continue if income or expenditure fluctuates 
and to assist the funding of major projects that are due to commence during 2017/18. The amount held in 
reserve at the end of March 2017 was £388,144.
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Bumblebees matter. They provide a multitude 
of benefits, including their critically important 
role in pollination and are widely beloved and 
inspirational (and even sacred in some cultures). 
Our projects have endeavoured to assess and 
address threats to bumblebees and promote 
admiration and awareness of these charismatic 
and remarkable insects.

Education has been a focus of our work this year, 
driven by the development of the unique Polli:lab, 
a mobile school bumblebee science laboratory, 
through our project ‘Pollinating the Peak’. For the 
first time, the Trust has recruited an Education 
Officer, who has been developing curriculum-
based science activities that inspire, educate and 
motivate young people, particularly those 11+.

The Trust has continued to further our scientific 
understanding through our BeeWalk project. 
Analysis of data collected since 2010 is now 
providing us with insight into ‘how bumblebees 
are doing’. The Trust has been active in working 
with policy makers to turn science into action on 
the ground and legislation through parliament.

Our future looks exciting, with many opportunities. 
Bumblebees and bees generally are popular 
and it is through these creatures that people can 
express their concern and responsibility for the 
wider environment.

We are particularly grateful to our volunteers 
for their dedication, support and action. We 
celebrated success at our AGM and Members’ 
Day at the London Wetland Centre in December 
2016.

Our ambition continues to be protecting and 
conserving bumblebees, furthering scientific 
enquiry through our citizen science project, 
BeeWalk, and improved communication and 
research to the general public.

Building evidence
BeeWalk
Our Beewalk scheme aims to collect data on distribution of bumblebees 
throughout the UK. 353 volunteers walked a monthly transect between 
March – October. The scheme has collected 65,287 records of 206,399 
individual bees up to the end of 2016 (figures as of 6 Jan 2017), reaching 
both 18,000 records and 60,000 individual bees in a year for the first time 
in a single year!

What about the UK’s bumblebees?
Trends in bumblebee populations were compiled from a network of 373 
sites in 2016 and 800 sites across all years. 

Population trends were positive for four species and one aggregate 
species, and negative for ten species as well as for total bumblebees. It is 
encouraging that the only conservation priority species abundant enough 
to model, the Brown-banded carder (Bombus humilis), showed a mean 
annual increase. 

Less surprisingly, the Tree bumblebee (Bombus hypnorum) also 
increased year on year, as it continues to spread across the country with 
most monthly counts higher than average and a significantly higher count 
in March 2016.

One of the largest decreases was recorded by the Early bumblebee 
(Bombus pratorum), despite a very abundant year in 2014. This is likely to 
result from a series of poor springs, and it is hoped that at least one of our 
student projects will help shed light on this.

The Buff-tailed bumblebee (Bombus terrestris) in particular had a poor 
summer, with repeated counts significantly lower than would be expected.

Building influence & advocacy 
Projects 
Much of our conservation work is delivered through 
our projects including: Short-haired bumblebee 
Reintroduction Project, Thurso: Gateway to the 
Great Yellow, Bee Wild West Wales, West Country 
Buzz, Pollinating the Peak and Making a Buzz for 
the Coast. All these projects work with communities, 
farmers, landowners and volunteers to increase 
pollinator awareness, ongoing management guidance 
and increasing habitat for our rarest bumblebee species. 
Visit the Trust’s website to read detailed descriptions of each project.

National Pollinator Plans and Strategies for the UK 
The Pollinator Plans for Wales, England and Ireland are in place, with the 
Scotland Pollinator Plan launched in 2017. The Trust contributed to the 
consultation and editing process of the Scottish Plan during 2016/17.

Pollinator Advisory Steering Group
The Trust continued to attend meetings of the Pollinator Advisory Steering 
Group (PASG) in England. This is the core leadership group of stakeholders 
working with government officials to steer implementation and delivery of the 
National Pollinator Strategy. The Group works with Defra on the Strategy’s 
delivery plan and responds to emerging evidence from commissioned research.

Some of our partnership groups are:

2016/17 Roundup

Press and publicity
The Trust’s increasing influence is shown by expanding press and media 
coverage. Highlights from the year include coverage of our new Pollinating 
the Peak project in The Daily Mirror, a series of articles about bumblebees 
in Grow Your Own magazine, a feature on the Short-haired bumblebee 
in BBC Wildlife magazine and an article on the plight of the bumblebee in 
The Times newspaper.

Building capacity
Volunteers are key to the Trust and much of the charity’s work would not 
be possible without the dedication and support of these people. During 
2016/17, 210 volunteers led events equating to 6,850 hours of volunteers 
time; an increase of over 1,000 hours from the previous year engaging 
more than 8,000 people.

This year saw the development of several new projects including the 
development phase for Pollinating the Peak and Making a Buzz for the 
Coast. A new role was created to respond to the fundraising work required 
to fulfil these projects in the form of a Project Development Manager. 
Subsequently, we can confirm, we have received funding from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund (HLF) to commence both projects.

Membership
During 2016/17, over 1,700 people became members of the Trust during 
our 10th anniversary year, taking us to over 10,000 members helping us 
to safeguard the future of Britain’s bumblebees. Payment by Direct Debit 
was introduced this year to improve both member experience and enhance 
our retention rate which is vitally important. Early reports look very positive. 
Membership packages have been reviewed with the children’s membership 
currently undergoing an overhaul to create age specific material.

Legacy gifts
Much of our successful conservation and science work is underpinned by 
the generosity of supporters who have left the Trust a gift in their will. All 
gifts whatever their size, are hugely valuable, making a lasting difference 
to bumblebee conservation.

Our mission: 

to halt and then reverse 
the decline of bumblebees 

We will accomplish this by:

Supporting the conservation of all 
bumblebees, rare or abundant

Raising awareness and increasing 
understanding about bumblebees and 
the social, economic, environmental 
and cultural benefits they provide

Being sustainable, fit for purpose and 
able to respond quickly to challenges 
and change.

• 2020 Group • State of Nature
• Back from the Brink – Shrill Carder bee Recovery Project

Neonicotinoids
In 2016/17 the Trust continued its important policy work in respect of 
neonicotinoids; keeping up to date with the latest research and providing 
informed commentary to the general public and our members about the 
latest developments through our website and our well received members-
only scientific update, Bombus Review.

Fostering public engagement
The Trust has a growing and extremely active and engaged social media 
audience which continues to grow, and an established online presence with 
an extensive and diverse audience.

Between April 2016 and April 2017, the website was visited by 751,568 
people / 78.9% were new users / 1,718,617 page views. Look out for the ‘new’ 
website in 2017!

Our vision
Our vision is to ensure that our communities 
and countryside will be rich in bumblebees and 
colourful wildflowers, supporting a diversity of 
wildlife and habitats for everyone to enjoy.


