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This year has been another
productive year for the
Bumblebee Conservation Trust
combining science activities,
conservation, education and
public engagement.
This is our 14th year of operation, and the Trust
continues to grow through the support of our
funders, individual and business fundraisers
and our loyal members.
Recent investments in fundraising and
engagement staff are beginning to pay
dividends and the Trust’s staff continue to
demonstrate incredible dedication and skills,
maintaining and enhancing our external
reputation.
We launched a major upgrade to our ‘Bee
kind’ tool, a free online educational gardening
resource to assist people with choosing the
best plants for bumblebees, and launched
our Bumblebee Education Experience, a free
interactive resource for secondary schools in
Derbyshire.
We are now in a position to build on the many
successes of our previous strategy, and
during this year we developed a new fiveyear strategy, with financial support from the
Postcode Green Trust, which runs from 1 April
2019.
Overall it has been an important and
successful year for the conservation of
bumblebees and for securing the longer term
sustainability of the vital work the Trust carries
out across the UK.

vision

A world where bumblebees
are thriving and valued

mission

To increase the number and
distribution of bumblebees

The Trust’s new aims for 2019-2024
are:
1. 	Enhance the understanding of bumblebee
ecology and conservation.
2. 	Increase the quality and quantity of
bumblebee habitat.
3. 	Inspire and enable a diverse range of
people to take action for bumblebees.
4. 	Be an effective and sustainable
organisation.

“There are many opportunities for us all
to take; experience has shown us that
the power of simple, individual actions
can culminate in real change.”

Gill Perkins CEO

2018/19 Roundup
Building evidence

Building influence & advocacy

BeeWalk
The BeeWalk scheme, launched in 2008, aims to collect data on the
abundance of bumblebee species across the UK. During 2018, 482
BeeWalkers submitted data from 559 sites, including 55 extra transects
walked for the first time during 2018, an 11% increase over 2017. In total,
120,224 records were submitted with 382,563 individual bees recorded
up to the end of the 2018 field season.

The Trust works with a wide range of organisations and project partners
to help improve and advise on policies, as the future of bumblebees and
nature is affected by government and other policies.

The BeeWalk project also includes a large training element, with more
than 650 volunteers receiving bumblebee identification training at entry
and intermediate level, with an advanced course in development. The
BeeWalk Mentor scheme, originally set up as a small trial in 2017, has
significantly expanded and there are now mentors as far afield as Kent
and Aberdeenshire.
What about the UK’s bumblebees?
Population trends (2010–2018) were positive for eight species/
aggregates, which represents a decrease of one from the 2018 report
which showed nine species increasing from 2010–17.
Two species, Bilberry and Heath bumblebees (Bombus monticola and
Bombus jonellus), have switched from increasing to decreasing.
Unsurprisingly, the Tree bumblebee (Bombus hypnorum) continues to
increase but it is striking to see four rare, conservation-priority species
as the most-increasing species 2010–18, including Brown-banded
carder bee (Bombus humilis) and Shrill carder bee (Bombus sylvarum).
One of the most concerning decrease is the Moss carder bee (Bombus
muscorum), with an ongoing contraction in range size as well as a continued
decrease in abundance within the range.
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The Trust is a partner in the Rethink Nature group, consisting of seven
like-minded organisations currently delivering a major species project
– Back from the Brink. The Group is committed to developing similar
projects in Scotland – Species on the Edge. This year our CEO took over
as Chair of Rethink Nature alongside the CEO of Butterfly Conservation.
Projects
The majority of our work is delivered through our projects.
Several projects have a strong community focus, such
as Bee Wild West Wales, which drew to a conclusion
in 2019, and our West Country Buzz project, working
with communities, landowners and farmers. Some of
our projects focus on rare and threatened bumblebee
species such as our Making a Buzz for the Coast,
Pollinating the Peak and Saving the Great Yellow bumblebee projects.
Other projects include the Short-haired Bumblebee Reintroduction project
and Back from the Brink Shrill Carder Bee Recovery project.
Pollinator Advisory Steering Group
The Trust continues to attend meetings of the Pollinator Advisory Steering
Group (PASG). This is the core leadership group of stakeholders working
with government officials to steer implementation and delivery of the
National Pollinator Strategy. The Group works with Defra on the Strategy’s
delivery plan. Our staff worked with other partners to deliver the 2018
Bees’ Needs Week, including being present on the renamed ‘Carnabee’
Street in London to promote the event. The Trust edits and hosts the
Bees’ Needs website as part of our own website.
Fostering public engagement
The Trust recruited a number of new staff, including a Public Engagement
Manager, funded by the Postcode Green Trust to coordinate outreach and
engagement activities.
Our website saw major improvements to the bumblebee ID and business
section pages of the website. The new website was visited by 358,312 people
and received over 900,000 page views! Following a significant update to
the Trust’s Bee kind Tool in February 2019, the new site was visited by 4,293
people by March 2019, with an average stay of four minutes and 53 seconds.

Social media continues to be a critical tool for delivering bumblebee facts
and figures with over 120,000 followers, and an increase of 20,000 in this
reporting period. Instagram followers doubled during this period with the
Trust trialling Instagram stories.
Our enquiries team handled over 3,263 email and telephone enquiries
and although there was a general fall in enquiries this was aided by better
information on our website and the use of automated responses, for
example for nest queries.
Media coverage: During 2018/19 the Trust’s work featured in over 359
articles in local and national media. This included at least 12 TV and radio
interviews and an appearance by the CEO on Channel 4’s Sunday Brunch.
Education: Development of educational resources falls to the Pollinating
the Peak team. During the period 2018/19 the focus was on developing
the Bumblebee Education Experience (B.E.E.) and delivering this
interactive initiative to secondary schools in the Derbyshire area. As of
March 2019, the project had engaged over 900 students.

Building capacity
During 2018/19, staff and volunteers led over 300 public engagement
events, engaging 18,878 people. By March 2019 we had over 1,700
registered volunteers including core, project and BeeWalkers, who
dedicated approximately 11,600 hours of time to inspiring the general
public. The Local Volunteer Coordinators programme continues to be a
success with five in place throughout the UK.
Membership
Over 1,700 new members joined during 2018/19. In addition, retention
rates continued to improve due to a robust and closely managed
renewal strategy. A membership strategy developed during 2018/19 as
part of the new five-year Strategic Plan started in April 2019 and involves
more focus and emphasis on the Trust’s membership offering both at
inception and as part of the ongoing journey.
Legacy gifts
Much of our successful conservation and science work is underpinned by
the generosity of supporters who have left the Bumblebee Conservation Trust
a gift in their will. All gifts whatever their size, are hugely valuable, making a
lasting difference to bumblebee conservation.

Financial

Total Income
2018/19

Total Income
2017/18

Total income for 2018/19 was £1,629,659

Total income for 2017/18 was £1,107,524

Donations & gifts £453,571

28%

Donations & gifts £427,785

39%

Legacies £202,000

13%

Legacies £89,993

8%

Grants £702,419

43%

Grants £385,112

35%

Membership fees £198,749

12%

Membership fees £164,815

15%

Charitable activities £51,915

3%

Charitable activities £22,942

2%

Trading activities £17,917

1%

Trading activities £16,280

1%

Investments £3,088

Investments £597

Total expenditure for the year ended
31 March 2019 was £1,398,624

Total expenditure for the year ended
31 March 2018 was £942,607

 Total expenditure on charitable activities £1,256,216



Total expenditure on charitable activities £835,702





Proportion of total expenditure spent on
charitable activities was 89 pence per pound

Proportion of total expenditure spent on
charitable activities was 90 pence per pound

Reserves: The Trust set aside reserves to ensure that its work can continue if income or expenditure fluctuates
and to assist the funding of major project. The amount held in unrestricted reserves at the end of March 2019
was £675,585. For a full breakdown of reserves please refer to our Annual Report and Financial Statements.
These financial figures have been taken from the statutory Annual Report and Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 March 2019. The financial statements
were audited by Johnston Carmichael LLP, who gave no adverse opinion on the state of the Trust’s affairs, the accounts and the Trustees’ report. A full copy
of the Annual Report and Financial Statements can be found on the Trust’s website and a copy can be obtained from the Finance Manager,
Bumblebee Conservation Trust, Units 6 & 7 Beta Centre, Stirling University Innovation Park, Stirling FK9 4NF.

From ‘Just Giving’

From ‘Just Giving’

JG – Member

Anon – Member

Well done for all your engagement
work educating everyone about our
beautiful bees.

Watching bumbles with my young grandsons is
a joy. Enabling all children to enjoy encounters
with the natural world is so important.

Future plans
The Trust will continue to inspire people to
become more engaged in our work, not just
what benefits them now, but thinking about
how they can benefit future generations by
improving the environment for bumblebees.
The reputation of the Trust continues to grow
apace with more businesses wishing to
support us and raise awareness and we will
continue to develop business partnerships.

From ‘Just Giving’

We have placed a greater emphasis on
education this year and our work aims to
create a sense of wonder through training
and engagement activities. Through our
partnership work we will find new ways to
mobilise people and enable them to translate
their passion for bumblebees into practical
action.

Anon – Member

Kids are so inquisitive, so it’s important to use the
opportunity to teach them about caring for the
natural world. It’s wonderful that the Trust is
encouraging young people to get outside.
Good work!

A special thank you to the Trust’s supporters:
We are extremely grateful to those individuals and organisations who have so generously supported the charity during 2018/19.
The Trust would like to thank the following major financial donors and supporters for their support:
Animal Friends Insurance • Coventry University • Dennis Publishing • Dunard Fund • Garfield Weston Foundation • Henry C Hoare
Charitable Trust • James Gibson Charitable Trust • John Ellerman Foundation • Kent Wildlife Trust • Mentor a Business • National Lottery
Heritage Fund • Natural England • Postcode Green Trust (thanks to players of the People’s Postcode Lottery) • Redrow Homes
Limited • RSPB • Scottish Natural Heritage • Thames Water • The Dulverton Trust • The Folio Trust • The Perivoli Philanthropy • The
Plum Trust • The Waterloo Foundation

rg/donate

We would also like to take this opportunity to thank our valued
members, volunteers, individual donors, and the corporates
and grant making trusts who have supported our work during
2018/19.
We would like to thank our generous benefactors for these
important legacy gifts:
• The Late John Bryson Houston
• The Late Pamela Elizabeth Robinson
• The Late George Zachariah
As well as those listed above we would like to thank those
benefactors who asked to remain anonymous.

www.bumblebeeconservation.org

Follow us on
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