Bumblebees

of Kent

(above) Oare Marsh;
(right) Foreness Point

Many rare and scarce bumblebees call Kent their home,
however these populations are often isolated and may
be at risk of extinction unless action is taken. The Shrill
carder bee, one of the UK’s rarest bumblebees, is
found along the north Kent coastline and is a focus for
conservation effort.

The UK has 24 species of bumblebee. Seven of these
are classed as rare or scarce and have shown population
declines. The main reason for this decline is the loss of
habitat; 97% of our wildflower meadows have been lost
since the 1930’s. Kent is one of the best counties in the
UK for bumblebee species with 22 of the 24 UK species
being found here. Much of Kent’s cultural and economic
heritage is intrinsically linked to bees, with a landscape
of orchards, arable flowering crops and grassland. Kent’s
bumblebee diversity can be linked to its varied habitats
and the milder southern climate.

If you enjoy bee identification and can spare a few hours
once a month between March and October to walk a
set route, why not join our national survey BeeWalk.
You could be contributing to a much needed database
of bumblebee records to help us monitor all bumblebee
species and in turn aid their conservation. Visit www.
bumblebeeconservation.org/surveys/.

BeeWalk

To take bumblebee ID
a step further, you will
probably need to net and
pot the bee for closer
examination, and use a
hand lens to see features
close up. Whilst a large
proportion of bumblebees
can be identified in the
field, in the case of some
rare bumblebees, field
identification may not be
possible.

We strongly recommend taking photographs of bumblebees
you find in order to help identify and to confirm sightings. Try
to take several photographs from different angles, showing
banding, face, legs and tail. One of the best places to record
wildlife is iRecord (www.brc.ac.uk/irecord). Here you can
record ad hoc bumblebee records (ideally with pictures).
Visit our website at www.bumblebeeconservation.org, to
learn more about submitting records and surveying for
bumblebees.
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Kent is a very special county for its diversity of bumblebees.
The following species are widespread throughout Kent and
the UK. These are the most common bumblebees you will
frequently find in your gardens and greenspaces!

These species, nesting in areas of long vegetation such
as tussocky grass, share a habit of combing (‘carding’)
together material such as grass and moss to build a cover
for their nest. Four of the carder bumblebee species are
rare and only one is widespread throughout the UK – the
Common carder bee (Bombus pascuorum). The rarer
species are associated with extensive areas of open
flower-rich grassland. Unlike the Common carder bee,
which emerges from March, carder bee species tend to
emerge from hibernation later from April/May.

Recording bumblebees

Identifying bumblebees

What are carder bumblebees?

Want to know more?

Visit our website for bumblebee identification resources
and more information on how to record bumblebees. You
can also find tips on what you can do for bumblebees in
your own garden and local green spaces.

Check out our events page for identification courses,
guided walks and other community events going on in
your local area!

Visit the Bumblebee Conservation Trust website at
www.bumblebeeconservation.org

Making a Buzz for the Coast received National Lottery Heritage
funding, thanks to National Lottery players.

Follow us on

Photo credits:

Stuart Andrews, Jo-anne Collier, Nikki
Gammans, Christine Hall, Daisy Headley,
Vivian Russell and Chris Wells.

Bumblebees and the Garden of
England – What makes Kent so
important?

What are cuckoo bumblebees?

Cuckoo bumblebees, much like the bird, lay their eggs in
the nest of a social bumblebee host where the workers of
the host rear the young. Eggs laid by the cuckoo female
only produce breeding males and females, however do
not produce workers. As there are no workers, cuckoo
bumblebees have no pollen baskets and do not collect
pollen. Female cuckoo bumblebees tend to emerges
later than their host so they can lay their eggs in an
established nest. The cuckoo will often appear similar
to their host, however they tend to appear less furry
exposing the shiny exoskeleton. Cuckoo bumblebees will
often have smoky black/darkened wings.

Southern cuckoo
bumblebee
(Bombus vestalis)

Red-tailed cuckoo
bumblebee
(Bombus rupetris)

Forest cuckoo
bumblebee
(Bombus sylvestris)

Design by Tim Griffiths Illustration.
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Rare & scarce
bumblebees of Kent

Thames Estuary
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Bombus sylvarum

This is a pale,
straw-coloured
bumblebee, with a
broad black band
across the thorax
and a reddishorange tail which
can fade with age.
The Shrill carder
t
as the name migh
’
rill
‘sh
d
he
itc
r-p
a noticeably highe
than
suggest also has
s. Emerging later
ee
leb
mb
bu
er
oth
see
to
buzz than
ly
like
st
lebees, you are mo
from
many other bumb
ar
pe
ap
rs
rke
Wo
onwards.
queens from May
ns can be seen
les and new quee
ma
d
an
e
un
d-J
mi
UK’s most
the
of
e
on
er. This is
well into Septemb
lebee species.
endangered bumb

Sheppey

A mosaic of wetland, marshes and farming land
t for
providing forage and long grass nesting habita
bumblebees.

Brown-banded carder bee
Bombus humilis

Cliffe Pools,
Hoo Peninsula

Description
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Similar species

Common carder bee (B. pascuorum), Moss carder
bee (B. muscorum).

Leysdown

Mitton Creek
Country Park

M

An all-ginger
bumblebee.
Queens, males
and workers
are all similar in
appearance and
often have a darker
brown band on the
abdomen which is
the same colour
as the hairs on
the top of the thorax. There are no black hairs on the
abdomen of this species but there are always a small
number of black hairs on the thorax, usually at the
wing bases.
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M2

M26

Sandwich Bay

Bombus muscorum
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Description

Brown-banded (B. humilis) and Common carder bees
(B. pascuorum).

Red-shanked bumblebee
Bombus ruderarius

Description

This scarce species
is very similar to
the common Redtailed bumblebee
(B.lapidarius) as
both are black
with a red tail.
Red-shanked
bumblebee queens
and workers have
red hairs on the
hind leg rather than black giving them the name ‘redshanked’. The tail is also a paler, orange-red.

Similar species

Red-tailed bumblebees (B. lapidarius) and male Shrill
carder bees (B. sylvarum).
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Confusion species

bee

Ruderal bumble
Bombus ruderatus

Similar species

Thanet

Moss carder bee
An all-ginger
bumblebee. When
fresh, this species
has a distinctive
chestnut-coloured
thorax which
contrasts with paler
blonde hairs on
the sides. There
are no black hairs
anywhere on the
body of this species. Queens start to emerge from
May with workers seen from June onwards.
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Favourite forage for rare and scarce bumblebees
Having long tongues is common in our rare and
scarce bumblebee species, which can often be
found foraging on similar flowers:
Red clover, red bartsia, bird’s-foot trefoil, black horehound,
knapweed, pea, dead nettle, yellow iris, comfrey and viper’s
bugloss.
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Short-haired bu

Bombus subterrane

Dungeness
& Romney Marsh

Description

Females and
males have
different colour
patterns. Females
have two yellow
bands on the
thorax, a top
abdominal band
and a white tail.
Males are lemon
yellow with a black
band between the win
g bases.
Formerly widespread
across Southern En
gland,
this species underw
ent drastic declines
and was
last seen in the UK
in 1988 at Dungenes
s. A
reintroduction projec
t began in 2009, an
d began
releasing queens ob
tained from Sweden
in 2012
until 2016. Population
numbers are now be
ing
closely monitored in
order to determine
whether this
species has successf
ully re-established.

Similar species

Dungeness & Romney Marsh
An area of shingle and clay with mixed arable and livestock
farming. This area has two thirds of the UK’s wildflower species.

mblebee

Males similar to Fie
ld cuckoo bumbleb
ee
(B. campestris). Qu
eens and workers sim
ilar to the
Ruderal bumblebee
(B. ruderatus).
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