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W
hat are cuckoo bum

blebees?
C

uckoo bum
blebees, m

uch like the bird, lay their eggs in 
the nest of a social bum

blebee host w
here the w

orkers of 
the host rear the young. E

ggs laid by the cuckoo fem
ale 

only produce breeding m
ales and fem

ales, how
ever do 

not produce w
orkers. A

s there are no w
orkers, cuckoo 

bum
blebees have no pollen baskets and do not collect 

pollen. Fem
ale cuckoo bum

blebees tend to em
erges 

later than their host so they can lay their eggs in an 
established nest. The cuckoo w

ill often appear sim
ilar 

to their host, how
ever they tend to appear less furry 

exposing the shiny exoskeleton. C
uckoo bum

blebees w
ill 

often have sm
oky black/darkened w

ings.

Partners
Kent W

ildlife Trust, Kent C
ounty 

C
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atural England, R
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, 
Sw
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orough C
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D

istrict C
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es W
ater.

Southern cuckoo 
bum

blebee  
(Bom

bus vestalis)

R
ed-tailed cuckoo 

bum
blebee  

(Bom
bus rupetris)

Forest cuckoo 
bum

blebee 
(Bom

bus sylvestris)

W
ant to know

 m
ore?

Visit our w
ebsite for bum

blebee identification resources 
and m

ore inform
ation on how

 to record bum
blebees. You 

can also find tips on w
hat you can do for bum

blebees in 
your ow

n garden and local green spaces.

C
heck out our events page for identification courses, 

guided w
alks and other com

m
unity events going on in 

your local area!
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M26 Thanet 
Chalk soils and cliffs provide excellent habitat for 
both bumblebee and solitary bees.

Dungeness

Sandwich Bay

Cliffe Pools, 
Hoo Peninsula

Leysdown South Swale Reserve 
& Saltwater Sea Walk

Mitton Creek 
Country Park

Dungeness & Romney Marsh
An area of shingle and clay with mixed arable and livestock  
farming. This area has two thirds of the UK’s wildflower species.

Short-haired bumblebeeBombus subterraneus

Description
Females and 
males have 
different colour 
patterns. Females 
have two yellow 
bands on the 
thorax, a top 
abdominal band 
and a white tail. 
Males are lemon yellow with a black band between the wing bases. Formerly widespread across Southern England, this species underwent drastic declines and was last seen in the UK in 1988 at Dungeness. A reintroduction project began in 2009, and began releasing queens obtained from Sweden in 2012 until 2016. Population numbers are now being closely monitored in order to determine whether this species has successfully re-established.

Similar species
Males similar to Field cuckoo bumblebee (B. campestris). Queens and workers similar to the Ruderal bumblebee (B. ruderatus).

Shrill carder bee
Bombus sylvarum

Description
This is a pale, 
straw-coloured 

bumblebee, with a 

broad black band 

across the thorax 

and a reddish-
orange tail which 

can fade with age. 

The Shrill carder 

as the name might 

suggest also has a noticeably higher-pitched ‘shrill’ 

buzz than other bumblebees. Emerging later than 

many other bumblebees, you are most likely to see 

queens from May onwards. Workers appear from 

mid-June and males and new queens can be seen 

well into September. This is one of the UK’s most 

endangered bumblebee species.

Similar species
Newly–emerged individuals are very distinctive. 

Older, faded individuals can resemble a number of 

other bumblebee species including  Early bumblebees 

(B. pratorum), which also has a red tail but has much 

brighter yellow banding.

Red-shanked bumblebee
Bombus ruderarius

Description
This scarce species 
is very similar to 
the common Red-
tailed bumblebee 
(B.lapidarius) as 
both are black 
with a red tail. 
Red-shanked 
bumblebee queens 
and workers have 
red hairs on the 

hind leg rather than black giving them the name ‘red-
shanked’. The tail is also a paler, orange-red.

Similar species
Red-tailed bumblebees (B. lapidarius) and male Shrill 
carder bees (B. sylvarum).

Ruderal bumblebee
Bombus ruderatus

Description
One of the larger 

bumblebee species 

in the UK and can 

occur in a number 

of colour forms. In 

the lighter colour 

form, queens, 
workers and males 

are three banded 

with a yellow-

black-yellow banded thorax, a yellow band at the 

top of the abdomen and a pure white tail. However, 

bee-aware, this species also produces darker or all 

black individuals.

Similar species
Garden bumblebees (B. hortorum), Short-haired 

bumblebee (B.subterraneus).

 Brown-banded carder bee
Bombus humilis  

Description
 An all-ginger 

bumblebee. 
Queens, males 
and workers 
are all similar in 
appearance and 
often have a darker 
brown band on the 
abdomen which is 
the same colour 
as the hairs on 

the top of the thorax. There are no black hairs on the 
abdomen of this species but there are always a small 
number of black hairs on the thorax, usually at the 
wing bases.

Similar species
Common carder bee (B. pascuorum), Moss carder 
bee (B. muscorum).

Rare & scarce 
bumblebees of Kent 
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Sheppey
A mosaic of wetland, marshes and farming land 

providing forage and long grass nesting habitat for 

bumblebees.

Moss carder bee
Bombus muscorum

Description
An all-ginger 
bumblebee. When 
fresh, this species 
has a distinctive 
chestnut-coloured 
thorax which 
contrasts with paler 
blonde hairs on 
the sides. There 
are no black hairs 
anywhere on the 

body of this species. Queens start to emerge from 
May with workers seen from June onwards.

Confusion species
Brown-banded (B. humilis) and Common carder bees 
(B. pascuorum).

Favourite forage for rare and scarce bumblebees
Having long tongues is common in our rare and 
scarce bumblebee species, which can often be  
found foraging on similar flowers:

Red clover, red bartsia, bird’s-foot trefoil, black horehound, 
knapweed, pea, dead nettle, yellow iris, comfrey and viper’s 
bugloss.

Thames Estuary 
An open landscape of grazing marshes and varied brownfield sites, linked by sea walls that provide an important corridor for rare bumblebees. 

Thames Estuary

High Weald  
AONB

Kent Downs 
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