Take action and get involved!
Bee active and join our BeeWalk scheme
Helping find Great Yellow bumblebee populations
is vital to their conservation and you can help by
becoming a ‘BeeWalker’! Information collected by
BeeWalk volunteers is integral to monitoring how
bumblebee populations change through time and
allow us to detect early warning signs of increasing
population declines.

Saving the Great
Yellow bumblebee

To register to take part in our BeeWalk scheme, visit:
www.bumblebeeconservation.org/surveys
Become a
member

Leave a
legacy

Securing a future for
Scotland’s bumblebees

Become a
volunteer

Become a
BeeWalker

Raise funds /
make a donation

Volunteering
From bumblebee surveys, identification
training to buddying Trust staff with local
volunteers, the project has opportunities
for people to become involved.
For more information, please email
volunteering@bumblebeeconservation.org
or to find out more about the project email
katy.malone@bumblebeeconservation.org
Fundraising
If you are interested in supporting this project, our
fundraising team would like to hear from you. Please
email fundraising@bumblebeeconservation.org
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About the Trust
The Bumblebee Conservation Trust was
established in 2006 and is a science-led
organisation with projects across the UK.
The Trust aims to inspire people to help
provide the habitat these charismatic
insects require across communities and the
countryside to ensure that populations have
a long term future in the UK.
Saving the Great Yellow bumblebee project is working
in Scotland to safeguard threatened populations of one
of the UK’s rarest bumblebees.
The Great Yellow bumblebee (Bombus distinguendus),
once widespread throughout Great Britain, is now only
found in five known population centres; Caithness,
North West Sutherland, Orkney, Inner Hebrides and the
Outer Hebrides.
Numbers of this striking and rare bumblebee have
fallen dramatically and remaining populations are in
need of immediate protection.
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Why ‘Saving the Great Yellow
bumblebee’?

What are we doing?

By focussing on Caithness, Sutherland and the Outer
Hebrides, our project area encompasses some of the
very last strongholds of the Great Yellow bumblebee.
The data held for this bumblebee is limited, so we are
increasing our efforts to establish the current distribution
and abundance of Great Yellow bumblebees in
Scotland, and increase our knowledge of the habitat
needs of this rare bumblebee.
This information will help direct our conservation
efforts to where it is needed most.

Species in decline
Loss of flower-rich meadows and changes in
agricultural practices has contributed to an 80% decline
in distribution of this bumblebee in the last century.
The Great Yellow bumblebee is now restricted to
machair (exceptionally flower-rich coastal grasslands)
and other flower-rich areas, particularly where traditional
crofting and low intensity agricultural practices are still
maintained, such as Orkney and North and South Uist.
It is essential to continue to protect and expand
these areas, to ensure that not only the Great Yellow
bumblebee, but other species sharing the same
range and habitat, such as the scarce Moss carder
bee (Bombus muscorum), do not disappear from
Great Britain.
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Surveying and monitoring
Distribution data is crucial in enabling us to target
our conservation efforts effectively. Therefore, we
will be directing more staff time towards survey
work, crucial in enabling us to monitor bumblebee
populations and evaluate whether our advice is
having the desired effect.
Working with volunteers
We want to recruit and support volunteers to help us
monitor bumblebees, encouraging them to join our
national citizen-science recording scheme BeeWalk,
by running bumblebee ID training workshops, Bee
Blitz events, refresher workshops and buddying
Trust staff with local volunteers to help build their
skills and confidence.
Habitat management and creation
We will be visiting landowners and farmers,
providing free habitat management advice and
follow-up support, helping implement beneficial
land management for the Great Yellow bumblebee.
The project will support landowners into agrienvironment schemes, as well as encouraging
crofting initiatives and other pollinator-friendly
voluntary measures.

