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Welcome 

The Bumblebee 

Conservation Trust is 

a registered charity 

(England & Wales 1115634, 

Scotland SC042830). 

We are grateful to the 

following organisations 

for their support: 

With the support of 

The Redwing Trust 

The sound of summer has well and truly disappeared and has, much to my sadness, 
been replaced with the patter of rain. As I reflect back on what has been a glorious 
few months however, the one thing that springs to mind is the media buzz there has 
been about bumblebees.  

Undoubtedly much of this has focused on threats and declines, but our governments 
are paying serious attention to this issue. You can read more about our involvement 
in this on page 3. On Page 6 Dr Jane Stout who has recently joined our Trustee 
Board talks about her fascination for bumblebees and on pages 4 and 14 you can 
read about what we are doing to support Thames Water and Solarcentury in their 
efforts to be more bumblebee friendly.   

We also report back on our membership survey that 40% of you took part in. We 
were absolutely delighted with the response – so thank you very much!  And this 
issue of Buzzword wouldn’t be complete without some lovely ideas for helping our 
bumblebees this Christmas.  

Please enjoy!  
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What's new? 
Lucy Rothstein reports on the development of a National Pollinator 
Strategy which will make BBCT’s work more relevant than ever… and a 
few other important changes! 

Get in touch: 

Post  Bumblebee Conservation Trust  

School of Natural Sciences 

University of Stirling 

Stirling FK9 4LA 

Phone  01786 466 897 

Email  enquiries@bumblebeeconservation.org 

volunteering@bumblebeeconservation.org 

membership@bumblebeeconservation.org 

On June 30
th
 Friends of the Earth held a 

‘Bee Summit’ which was attended by 
scientists, ecologists, conservation 
charities, bee-keeping organisations and 
consumer groups. Lord de Mauley, the 
then Under Secretary of State for the 
Environment, gave an impressive speech 
announcing plans to launch a National 
Strategy for Pollinators. The aim – quite 
simply to stop the decline of our 
pollinators which are an essential 
component of life.  

Bumblebees, honey bees, hoverflies and 
other pollinating insects face many threats 
and there are growing concerns that these 
threats i.e. loss of habitat, disease, 
climate change and intensive agriculture, 
are leading to declines in abundance and 
diversity. One of the biggest issues we 
face is having an accurate picture of 
where species are and whether their 
populations are declining, stabilising or 
rising. Three years ago BBCT launched 
BeeWalk to address this very issue and it 
is our hope that this monitoring scheme 
will be included as one of the deliverables 
in the new government strategy.  

The last few months have also seen the 
Trust review its activities and take 
forward the development of a five year 
strategic business plan. At the heart of 
this plan are three principle aims: 

Supporting the conservation of 
bumblebees – rare or otherwise. 

Increasing awareness and 
understanding of bumblebees.  

Ensuring BBCT is sustainable, fit for 
purpose, and able to respond to 
challenges and change.  

This is an exciting time for BBCT as 
awareness about the plight of our 
bumblebees and the need for action is 
increasingly recognised. 

Finally, in recent weeks, we have 
welcomed Katy Malone to the Trust and 
wished former Conservation Officer, 
Michelle Appleby well with her new life 
in California!  We were also sad to say 
farewell to Elaine O’Mahony - BeeWalk 
Survey’s Officer - who has moved to 
Northern Ireland. As this edition of 
Buzzword goes to print we are about to 
appoint her successor.  

Gypsy cuckoo bumblebee,  

Bombus bohemicus 

Photo by Stuart Andrews. 



bumblebeeconservation.org — Issue 23 

Over the last year, we have been working with Thames 
Water as part of a five year partnership project to help 
them manage their land more favourably for bumblebees 
and other wildlife.  One of the sites we have been working 
on is Coppermills Water Treatment Works in East London.     

Coppermills is situated in an old 
reservoir basin and the remnants of the 
old reservoir embankment form grass 
strips around the perimeter of the site.  
Until recently, Thames Water had been 
cutting these areas every few weeks, 
keeping the grass very short, which 
meant there were very few flowers 
available for bees and other insects.  
One of the first things I advised was to 
relax the cutting regime to allow the 
grass and wildflowers to grow. This may 
sound straightforward (as well as cost-
efficient) but it actually involved several 
meetings and much discussion with 
Thames Water staff and contractors as 
there were lots of things to consider.   

Some areas, for example, had to be kept short to allow 
access to the water filter beds and regular monitoring for 
technical and safety reasons.  There was then the 
question of how high the grass could grow without 
interfering with the infrared security system. Also, as the 
site is overlooked by houses, there was concern that local 
residents might complain if the long grass started to look 
untidy and neglected - this sort of complaint is more 
common than you may think! So, I also had to think about 
how to engage with the local community and site 
employees to explain what we were trying to achieve and 
why the grass was being left uncut.  Luckily, none of these 
issues were insurmountable and I’m delighted to say that 

when I visited the area in summer it was teeming with 
bumblebees, butterflies and other insects!   

Partnership work with Thames 
Water By Sam Page, Conservation Officer (East England) 

Coppermills - this area used to be kept short all 

year round and now Thames Water leave it uncut 

through the summer so flowers can be available 

for bumblebees and other pollinating insects. 

Red-tailed bumblebee, 

Bombus lapidarius, on 

Beaked hawksbeard. 

Photo by Sam Page. 
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Once the grass was allowed to grow it became 
clear that most of the grassland was already quite 
rich in wildflowers, including bumblebee favourites 
such as Red clover, Common bird’s-foot-trefoil, 
Selfheal, Common vetch, Common knapweed and 
Oxeye daisy (great for solitary bees).   

However, some sections were dominated by 
coarse grasses, therefore in these areas I 
recommended that Thames Water sow Yellow 
rattle seed. Yellow rattle is an important plant for 
grassland restoration because it feeds off the roots 
of grasses, weakening them and creating space for 
wildflowers. Bumblebees also love it!   

So, in November last year, the ground was 
scarified and several areas were sown with Yellow 
rattle. This species is best sown in autumn as the 
seeds need to go through a period of prolonged 
chilling to trigger germination in the spring. We 
were a bit nervous as there was so much rain last 
autumn which might have caused the seed to rot, 
but success! By May this year the Yellow rattle had 
come up beautifully and not only was it tackling the 
dominant grasses, but the bumblebees were 
enjoying it too.        

Another issue that I identified was a shortage of 
early flowering plants for hungry queens in the 
spring. To rectify this I suggested that Thames 
Water develop some woodland glade habitat in the 
areas partially shaded by trees. This would support 
spring-flowering plants such as Ground-ivy, 
Primrose, Red deadnettle, White deadnettle and 
Hedge woundwort. As a result, a section was 
planted last spring with plug-plants and the 
possibility of planting a native hedgerow was 
discussed. This would provide nectar for insects as 
well as winter berries for birds.   

Other work with Thames Water has included public events to help raise peoples’ 
awareness about bumblebees and the work taking place. Training has also been 
provided for staff and volunteers in bumblebee identification to enable these 
individuals to set up monthly BeeWalk surveys on Thames Water’s sites. This will 
help us to monitor the impact of the habitat management changes being 
implemented and track the progress of the bumblebees living on the sites.   

Top: Bird’s-foot-trefoil. 

Middle: Red clover. 

Bottom: Yellow rattle. 

Photos by Sam Page. 
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My bumblebee research 
By Dr Jane Stout, Trinity College Dublin, Ireland 

We are absolutely delighted that Dr Jane Stout has recently 
joined our Board of Trustees. Jane is one of the UK's leading 
bumblebee experts and here she explains about her passion.  

My love for bumblebees began in 1996 when I started my 
PhD research under the supervision of Prof Dave Goulson 
at the University of Southampton. Although I’d previously 
not really noticed them at all (shame on me), I quickly 
became entranced by these fascinating insects and have 
been researching them ever since.  

Now I lead a research group in the School of Natural 
Sciences, Trinity College Dublin, which focuses on human 
impacts on biodiversity and ecosystem services, using 
plant-animal interactions as a model system. This means 
I’m leading a range of projects looking at how human 
activities and behaviour affect insects and plants and their 
interactions. So, we study how non-native plant species, 
different types of land use (e.g. urban, rural) and different 
agricultural systems (e.g. organic farming, energy crops) affect plant communities, 
bumblebees and other pollinating insects, and their interactions which ultimately 
result in plant pollination.  

One of the projects I’ve been working on recently looks at whether the fast-growing 
grasses for biomass and annual seed-oil crops for biodiesel (both of which are 
increasing due to Irish government grants to promote bioenergy) have any positive 
or negative effects on various farmland creatures, including pollinators.  

We discovered that oilseed rape fields in Ireland attract bumblebees from literally 
hundreds of colonies and that these bees help improve crop yield by 30%, which 
corresponds to nearly €4million per year in terms of farming budgets. In addition, we 
found that if these crops were grown in landscapes which were more diverse and 
contained more semi-natural land, there were more interactions between plants and 
their pollinators. We also found that hedgerows are really important in these 
landscapes as they provide forage and nesting sites for bumblebees, as well as 
other pollinators.  

In another recent project, we also showed that hedgerows were important, this time 
not in arable fields, but in intensive dairy pastures. And we found that organic dairy 
pastures, which use no synthetic agrochemicals, have more bees than non-organic 
ones, more species involved in plant-pollinator interactions and higher seed 
production in hedgerow plants. This all supports the idea that we should aim to 
reduce agrochemical inputs, conserve insects and preserve hedgerows and other 
semi-natural land in farmland to promote both crop and wild plant pollination. 
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Another exciting project we are 
currently working on is examining the 
effects of toxins in plant nectar on 
pollinators. We all know that bees may 
be exposed to synthetic pesticides 
which contaminate the nectar of 
flowers they feed from, but there are 
also naturally occurring plant toxins, 
which are produced to deter 
herbivores, which end up in nectar. 
There are lots of theories as to why 
these toxins end up in nectar, which is 
supposed to attract pollinators, but 
there hasn’t been much work done on 
how toxic nectar affects bees. We 
have found that bumblebees can 
detect and avoid these toxins in sugar 
solutions, but only when they occur at 
unnaturally high concentrations.  

We have also found that naturally-occurring toxins in the nectar of the invasive plant, 
Rhododendron ponticum, don’t seem to have any effects on bumblebees, have sub-
lethal effects on solitary bee behaviour, but are fatal to honeybees. This finding 
emphasises the fact that not all bees react in the same way to chemicals in the 
environment.  It’s easy to group “bees” into one category, but the impacts of 
chemicals and other pressures can be very different for each species.   

As well as bumblebees, my research looks at 
other insects which are also important for 
both crop and wild plant pollination. These 
include solitary bees and hoverflies: the 
photo to the left shows a hoverfly from the 
genus Syrphus. Whilst the adults visit and 
pollinate flowers, the larvae consume aphids 
and provide pest control services for farmers 
and gardeners.  

When I was asked to join the Board of 
Trustees for the Bumblebee Conservation 
Trust this summer, I was extremely flattered 
and of course delighted to be able to work 
with the Trust to promote bumblebees. I look 
forward to working more closely with BBCT, 
and encouraging people from all walks of life 
to look after and learn to love these delightful 
and important creatures. 

Invasive Rhododendron ponticum produces lots of 

nectar-rich flowers from May-July: this provides a 

great nectar resource for bumblebees, but toxins in 

the nectar can poison other flower-visitors. 

An organic gardener’s friend - a hoverfly 

from the genus Syrphus. 
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2013 survey results 
By Dawn Ewing, Outreach Manager 

Back in August we invited a selection of our members to 
complete an online survey. We had a fantastic response - 
40%! We would like to say a huge thank you to those of you 
who took the time to share your thoughts and feedback.  

The aim of the survey was to help us evaluate our membership services and 
communication tools, but also to test out a few future project ideas. Here are some 
of the highlights. 

92% of you feel that your membership is making a difference to the plight of Britain’s 
bumblebees. We’re really delighted that you are pleased with the work we are doing. 
We know our hard work is really making a difference but we couldn’t do it without 
your support. It is together that we are making the difference and we hope you will 
continue to support us in the coming years.  

89% of you would be ‘very likely’ or said that ‘it’s possible’ that you would become 
involved in a BBCT community-based project in their area. This is really great news 
as we are in the process of planning what comes next for the Trust when our Bees 
for Everyone project ends in November 2014. So, watch this space… 

We also asked a few questions about how we administer your membership. Two-
thirds of you would like to receive your renewal letter in the month it is due and 85% 
would like to receive an acknowledgement of your renewal via email. We hope to be 
able to offer both of these services in the new year.  

Website 

We were really interested to know 
your views on our website. As we 
suspected, the ‘About bees’ section 
is by far the most popular, with 92% 
of the website users visiting this 
section. This is the area that 
contains information about the 
bumblebee lifecycle and 
identification. 

Another important finding from the 
survey is that some people are unaware of sections of the site that already exist, 
e.g. our discussion forum, Bee kind and the Bumble kids pages. As a result of this 
feedback and some of the great suggestions for additional content, we will be 
spending time this winter adding more information to the whole site, as well as better 
signposting to the less well used website sections. 
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E-news 

We were also keen to understand your views on our monthly e-newsletter. If you 
don’t currently receive this it might be because we do not hold an email address for 
you on record or the email we have for you is out of date. Drop us an email if this is 
the case and we’ll make sure you receive the next edition.  

Interestingly your feedback on the e-news was split right down the middle between 
those who want it to be useful for lay-people, and those who would like to see more 
detailed, scientific articles about bumblebees. Similarly, some people would like it to 
be longer, whereas others advise to keep it short.  

Based on this feedback our plan is to continue to include a wide range of short 
articles in the e-news but to increasingly provide links to more detailed articles on 
our website. We will also continue to provide details about the latest scientific 
research in Buzzword. 

Buzzword 

Buzzword is our members-only magazine 
and we were delighted to see that 83% of 
you ‘Always’ read your Buzzword magazine! 
This is fantastic as a lot of hard work goes 
into producing and posting out each edition. 
It takes our team and a group of volunteers a 
whole day to pack and label around 6000 
envelopes for each Buzzword mailing!  

It was also great to see that the majority of 

you are happy with the format of Buzzword  

and we will take on board your feedback on 

the types of articles that you like seeing in 

the magazine.  

The most popular topics seem to be: 

Information about ways you can help bumblebees. 

Scientific information about bumblebees. 

News on BBCT conservation activities. 

81% of you currently receive Buzzword by post; however 51% would be happy to 
receive it by email instead. As the survey was anonymous we are unable to just 
switch people over to pdf Buzzwords. Therefore if you would like to convert to only 
receiving Buzzword by email, please contact 
membership@bumblebeeconservation.org.  

This helps us to save money on printing and postage and therefore means that 
more of your membership subscription can be spent on conservation and outreach 
activities to benefit bumblebees. 

Some of our fantastic Buzzword-

packing volunteers 

mailto:membership@bumblebeeconservation.org


Christmas Gift Ideas 

What’s that bumblebee? 

Our bumblebee field ID guide, with photos of each species to help with 

identification in the field….£2.50  

Posters 

We offer three types of posters: ID poster showing all 24 UK bumblebee 

species; Gardening poster packed full of planting suggestions, and a 

bright and beautiful kid’s poster perfect for a bedroom wall...£1 

Bumblebee pin badge 

Our beautiful enamel bumblebee badges are available in one of four 

varieties: Shrill carder, Great yellow, Blaeberry and the White-tailed 

bumblebee...£1.50 

Making space for bumblebees 

Our guide to gardening for bumblebees at home and in your community. 

It is packed full of bee-friendly gardening suggestions to keep your 

garden blooming and buzzing...£3 

If you are looking for gift ideas  for the holidays, why not consider gifting a BBCT 
membership or giving an inspiring product that also supports our work. This year, 
we have made ordering a gift membership even easier by providing a separate 
order form with this issue. Orders received by 18th December will be delivered 
before Christmas Day.   

For other exciting and unique ideas, please visit: bumblebeeconservation.org/
support-us/christmas-zone  Many of the gifts featured on this webpage are hand-
crafted and they all support our work by donating a percentage of their sales.  

The beautiful Bee kind print from Bold 
& Noble and the Sparrows Green 
Studio silk scarf featuring the Great 
yellow bumblebee are both there, so go 
online to find out how to buy them.  

Alternatively, you may wish to buy 
some of our individual items as listed 
below.  A bumblebee badge makes a 
great stocking stuffer! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shop! 

Item       Quantity 

What’s that bumblebee?            £  2.50  □ 

Making space for bumblebees £  3.00  □ 

Wildflower border mix            £  1.00  □ 

Great yellow pin badge            £  1.50  □ 

Blaeberry pin badge            £  1.50  □ 

Shrill carder pin badge            £  1.50  □ 

White-tailed pin badge            £  1.50  □ 

Gardening poster                       £  1.00  □ 

UK Bumblebees poster            £  1.00  □ 

Total: 

Use this form to order any merchandise 

or gifts. For membership, please use the 

special insert included with this edition. 
  

Your details: 
Title and name: 

 

Address:  

 
 
 

Postcode:  

Email: 

Telephone: 

 
Please return your completed form to: 
Bumblebee Conservation Trust, 
University of Stirling, Stirling FK9 4LA 

 

Please make cheques payable to 

‘Bumblebee Conservation Trust’. We can also 

take credit/debit card payments online.  

 
 AGM notice 
 
The 7th Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Bumblebee Conservation Trust will 
be held at 14:30 hrs on Wednesday 27 November 2013 at the University of 
Stirling, Stirling, FK9 4LA.  

If you require any further information, please visit our website, where you will find 
a full AGM notice and a copy of the previous AGM minutes.  
 
If you wish to attend, please contact Anne Marie Gardner, BBCT Administration 
Manager, Telephone 01786 467820 or email 
enquiries@bumblebeeconservation.org.  
 
To receive a copy of BBCT’s latest Trustees’ Report and Annual Accounts either 
call the office or download from our website: bumblebeeconservation.org/about-
us/resources/  
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What’s the Buzz? 
Tell us what you think! 

This summer when I was on the train, a bumblebee flew into the carriage at one 

stop, and left again at another stop about 20 miles away. Will this bee have 

found its way home? 

Sadly not. Bumblebees are excellent navigators, and regularly make trips up to 

several miles away from the nest to find food, but 20 miles is much too far for 

them. They need to have familiar landmarks in order to navigate properly, so it’s 

extremely unlikely that this bee found its way back to its nest.  

However, it may not be the end of the line for this travelling bumblebee. If she 

was a queen bee, this won’t have any negative impact at all, as queen bees 

disperse away from their natal nests on purpose. Similarly, if it was a male, he 

wouldn’t be harmed because males don’t live inside the nest once they leave. 

If the bee was a worker though, she may have had to live out the rest of her life 

as a homeless bee. But as the bee was seen in late summer, there is a good 

chance that it was a new queen or a male bee.   

Dear BBCT. I was interested to read about the numbers of males and queens 

produced by bumblebees in a recent Buzzword. How does this differ for cuckoo 

bumblebees? 

For anyone who doesn’t know, cuckoo bumblebees are bumblebees that invade 

the nests of other ’social’ bumblebees. The female cuckoo will kill or subdue the 

queen in the nest, lay her own eggs, and have the workers of the original queen 

raise these eggs until adulthood.  

The success of the cuckoo depends on the size of the host nest. Research has 

found that if she attacks a nest when it is young and small, only a small number 

of cuckoo offspring are produced by the nest - 

presumably because the nest has few workers 

to raise those bees. If she attacks a larger, 

older nest, then more cuckoo offspring will be 

produced. However, attacks on larger nests 

are less successful (because the workers can 

defend the nest against her), so there is a real 

trade-off happening: attack a small nest and 

produce only a small number of offspring, or 

attack a larger nest and potentially raise more, 

but run a higher risk of being repelled.  

 

Red-tailed cuckoo bee, Bombus rupes-

tris, male. Photo by Ron Rock 
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Solar farms for bumblebees  
By Dr John Feltwell of Wildlife Matters 
  

Solar farms are ideal habitats for bumblebees. The solar 
arrays are supported by tiny struts (10 x 5cm) inserted into 
the ground, spaced every 1.5m apart, leaving the panels high 
and dry up to 3.3m from the ground. The impact of the struts 
on the field is therefore very low and plants and animals can 
flourish underneath and between the rows.  

If no mitigation is carried out on a solar farm 
then wildflowers will establish themselves 
immediately. However, a growing number of 
new solar farms are sown with wildflower 
seed especially for insects. Indeed the 
Bumblebee Conservation Trust is active in 
promoting wildflower seeding on solar farms 
via its partnership with Solarcentury.   

It is not just bumblebees (of a range of 
species) that are attracted to solar farms but 
butterflies, beetles, hoverflies and spiders – in 
fact a whole range of biodiverse insects and 
invertebrates. We must never forget that 
bumblebees are part of 500 species of bees 
and wasps in the UK, all contributing their bit 
for pollination. Solar farms are like nature 
reserves that are rich in biodiversity. 

The good thing about solar farms and bumblebees is that there are ‘buffer’ areas 
around the farm that are left alone for wildlife. These are often around the outside of 
the farm (but inside the security fence) and it is here that the biodiversity is 
concentrated.  Also, there are often narrow strips of vegetation between each row of 
panels.  

There is a greater surface area below the panels than the panels occupy above 
ground; and the overall effect is a huge surface area of good habitat all over the site 
with lots of places where wildflowers can grow and bumblebees can thrive. In fact 
the whole of the field becomes a buffer, except where the tiny struts are inserted.   

So this ‘green’ solar farm field is a completely new habitat for bumblebees (and other 
insects) to exploit and represents a complete change from the usual mono-crop of 
oilseed rape, wheat, maize or field beans that might have occupied the field before. 
It’s a win-win deal for bumblebees in these new habitats.  

Wildflowers blooming around solar panels. 

Photo by John Feltwell. 
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There are now well over 200 large-scale solar farms in England and Wales and 
these new habitats are ripe for colonisation by bumblebees. As the average size of 
a solar farm is about 70acres (28.34ha)  this represents 14,000acres (5,668ha) of 
new and improved habitat in England and Wales. And these habitats will only get 
better as the solar farms are permitted for about 25 years.  

The flowers 

The kinds of wildflowers on solar farms that are most attractive to bumblebees are 
Black horehound, Foxgloves, Deadnettles, Woundworts and Comfrey, especially 
for the long-tongued bumblebees. Clovers, Fleabane, Ragwort, Thistles, Brambles 
and Teasels are also popular and attractive for the vast majority of species.  

No trees and hedgerows are removed to make solar farms, and in many cases 
new hedgerows are planted using native species of local provenance, so the native 
Limes, Hawthorns, Sloes and Hazel provide good foraging areas for bumblebees 
especially in the spring.  

Nesting benefits 

Solar farms not only provide foraging areas but 
breeding areas too. Bumblebee nests occur below 
the panels, along hedgerows, around the base of 
trees, and in areas of rough pasture and thickets 
that are often left on solar farms. Measures to 
improve the habitat for bumblebees include 
making log piles (which also help other 
invertebrates, reptiles and amphibians), installing 
bumblebee boxes and planting up new hedgerows.  

Common visitors 

Some of the commonest bumblebees on solar sites 
are the Common carder bumblebee, Bombus 
pascuorum, and the increasingly common Tree bumblebee, Bombus hypnorum, 
reflecting their usual distribution in the south of England.  

Solar farms are so environmentally friendly that there is no net hedgerow loss, no 
trees are lost and the whole solar farm is reversible if you really want the species-
poor agricultural field back again after 25 years.  

Dr John Feltwell, Dip EC Law, is principal of Wildlife Matters Consultancy Unit and 

has assisted with the ecology of 27 solar farms in England and Wales. For further 

information, visit his blog here - www.solarpowerportal.co.uk/guest_blog/

For more information on BBCT’s partnership with Solarcentury, visit the news 

page of our website here - bumblebeeconservation.org/news/solar-parks-helping-

to-save-the-declining-british-bumblebee 

Common carder bee, Bombus 

pascuorum. Photo by John Feltwell 
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Helping bumblebees in autumn 
By Anthony McCluskey, Outreach Officer 

As the nights draw in and the 2013 bumblebee season ends, 
it may feel like there’s nothing we can do to help 
bumblebees. Don’t despair -  we can do a lot to help next 
year’s colonies by putting a bit of work in now.  

This autumn I’ve been working with a team in Fife, 
Scotland, to turn a green area in Dunnikier Park 
into a haven for bumblebees. Until now, the land 
has been classed as amenity grassland - that 
monotonous grassy land found in so many public 
spaces in the UK, which is of little value to wildlife. 
The problem with land that has been kept like this 
for many years (i.e. very regular cutting, leading to 
few wildflowers growing), is that the seed bank - 
the seeds living in the soil - is so poor. Ceasing 
cutting alone is not enough to increase the number 
of wildflowers there - it needs a helping hand.  

I was first contacted by the Parks Manager, Scott 
Clelland, in early summer. Scott wanted some 
advice on how best to proceed, and was thinking of buying a lot of wildflower seed 
to plant a wildflower area. However, with restricted council budgets and the high 
cost of good seed, I decided to advise a different approach which is known as 
‘green hay’. The idea behind green hay is that you take a cut of hay from a nearby 
wildflower meadow in late summer or autumn, when the flowers have produced 
their seeds, and the seeds are ripe and ready to go into the ground. The hay is 
then spread on another site which you would like to improve so that the seeds  
drop out, grow, and hopefully establish a wildflower area. 

So, along with Joanna Willi, Biodiversity 
Officer for Fife Council, we identified a 
nearby wildflower meadow, which was 
about to be cut for hay by volunteers. 
The council supplied the machinery to 
harrow the field (to expose soil and allow 
the seeds to enter it), bale the hay, and 
have it transported to the park.  

Children from the nearby Kirkcaldy High 
School then came to spread the hay and 
trample it in - this is essential, so the 
seeds are pushed into the soil and are 
more likely to germinate.  

A Buff-tailed bumblebee, Bombus 

terrestris, queen digging a hole to 

hibernate in. Photo by S. Rodgers 

Helpers from Kirkcaldy High School. 

Photo by Scott Clelland 
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The hay was removed from the site three weeks later, and it is our hope that these 

seeds will take root, grow somewhat before the frosts come, and be ready to burst 
into action next spring. We’ll keep you updated! 

This may seem quite large scale, however, autumn is also a good time to 

propagate plants by taking cuttings from them. By taking cuttings, you can 

quickly multiply the number of bee-friendly plants in your garden, and it’s 

particularly useful if the plants are hard to grow from seed.  

The type of cutting to take will depend on the plant, but in autumn we use two main 
types of cutting. Hardwood cuttings are taken from the woody parts of plants. You 
need to take a cutting after the leaves have fallen, but before the hardest frosts, so 
the best times are just after leaf fall, or just before the first buds emerge in spring.  

You should select a healthy shoot that has grown this year and remove any soft 
growth at the tip. Cut into sections that are 15-30cm long. The cut at the top of the 
stem should be sloping, so that water can drain off, and should be made just above 
a bud (this also helps you to remember which end is ‘up’). The bottom cut should 
be made straight across the stem, just below a bud.  

Next, bury the cutting, covering two thirds of its length with soil. If you are planting 
in containers, a mix of 50:50 coarse grit and compost will work well. You can also 
plant them straight outdoors if the site is sheltered.  

Semi-ripe cuttings are again taken from this year’s 
growth which is free of pests and diseases. For some, 
you can simply pull away a short section from the main 
stem, leaving a ‘heel’ - the photo of rosemary here shows 
the heel.  

Others can be taken using basal cuttings, where the 
shoot is severed from the base of the plant. Remove 
most of the bottom leaves and the soft tips, and bury in 
pots with a mix of 50:50 potting compost and sharp sand, 
up to two thirds of the length of the cutting. Place the 
pots in a greenhouse or coldframe, or cover them with a 
plastic bag.  

The photo to the right shows a rosemary stem that I prepared by simply cutting it 
and stripping the leaves. I planted three of those last autumn, and they are all now 
growing well in my garden. So, have a go! 

 

Hardwood cuttings Semi-ripe cuttings 

Willow, Flowering currant (Ribes), 

Deutzia, Mock orange (Philadelphus), 

Rose, Abelia, Buddleia. 

Solanum, Passionflower, Berberis, 

Camellia, Cistus, Hebe, Escallonia, 

Lavender, Rosemary, Thyme, Sage. 

Rosemary cutting. 

Photo by Anthony McCluskey. 
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From the forum 
Some highlights from our discussion forum 

There is a discussion about badgers 
happening on the forum, but we’ve 
also had a few emails with 
suggestions on how to prevent 
attacks.  

Doghouse kicked off the discussion by 

saying s/he has found raided bumblebee 

nests for the past two years, with claw 

marks around the nest that look like 

badgers had been there.  

Badgers are known predators of 

bumblebee nests, and the powerful 

stings from the bumblebees are no 

deterrent as they dig for the food they 

find inside - the bee larvae, eggs, and 

stored food.  

However, Clive reports that in some 

cases there are enough bees and the 

nest remains intact enough to allow the 

nest to survive. The badgers do 

sometimes return to eat what remains, 

so we’ve been asking people how 

they’ve protected their nests from 

badgers.  

The best protection is something that is 

strong enough to withstand badgers, and 

allow the bees to come and go as normal 

- metal grills are perfect, and those that 

come with barbeques seem to work best 

because the bars are widely spaced. The 

grill needs to be weighed down with tent 

pegs or bricks, as in the photo to the 

right.  

If you have any ideas on what works, 

why not join in the discussion on the 

forum at bumblebeeconservation.org/

forum 

 

Earlier this year we had a discussion on 

the forum about meadow creation, 

where our Senior Conservation Officer, 

Jo, chatted to people about creating 

meadows in their gardens. There was 

some talk about the right plants to use 

for different soil types, and how to keep 

on top of weeds that can easily overtake 

wildflowers.  

 

The photo below shows one of the 

wildflower areas created by members of 

the Stafford BBCT volunteer group. The 

group has been busy creating lots of 

bumblebee habitat in the area, and 

they’ve recorded at least ten bumblebee 

species and many other bees and 

hoverflies. Well done team Stafford! 
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Bee Books New and Old 

Ash View, Tump Lane, Much Birch, Hereford, HR2 8HP. Tel: 01981540907 

Write for a copy of our bee book list. In stock are:- 

 

Benton. NN98. Bumblebees. £60.00 

Bumblebee (for children) - Wilson & Kennaway. £11.99 

Benton. Bumblebees of Essex. hb. £18.50 

Goulson, D. A Sting in the Tale (2013) Hb. £16.99. Autobiographical work with 

more on saving bumblebees. 

Goulson—Bumblebees 2nd Edition (2009). Pb. £29.95 

Sladen. The Humble-Bee. Hb. £14.95 

Kearns & Thompson. Natural History of Bumblebees. £20.99 

Edwards & Jenner. Field Guide to Bumblebees (best for ID). £11.99 

Bumblebee Poster (22 species in colour). £2.50 (£4.50 in a tube) 

Plus numerous new and second hand bee books. SAE appreciated.  

Cards welcome (Access/Visa but not Switch) 




