
Saving the sound of summer

www.bumblebeeconservation.org



The Bumblebee Education Experience (B.E.E.) is a 
free, curriculum linked, education package for 
secondary schools in Derbyshire. Supported 
by the Heritage Lottery Fund, it aims to conserve 
bumblebees in the Peak District and Derbyshire.

How does B.E.E. work?

The Bumblebee Education Experience is designed in two parts. 
Firstly, an assembly style show, which can be delivered to a 
whole year group or other large groups of students. Secondly, 
an hour long, classroom based workshop which can be 
delivered to groups of up to 30 students.

B.E.E. is designed to allow students to experience the full 
range of activities available, with minimal disruption to their 
timetables. The format is flexible and can be tailored to suit the 
needs of individual schools. With curriculum commitments and 
timetabling in mind, B.E.E. has been devised to broadly target 
Y7 and Y8 students, however, older year groups would still 
benefit from the curriculum enrichment on offer.

How do I book B.E.E?
To enquire about booking the Bumblebee 
Education Experience for your school, email:

education@bumblebeeconservation.org

FREE to book!



B.E.E. is a pop-up 
experience and we bring 
everything needed for a 
unique and engaging day in 
our B.E.E. van.
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The Show

The story of bumblebees

Amazing bumblebees

People and bumblebees

Workshop

Pollen analysis

UV light field sketches

Bumblebee ID skills

B.E.E. curriculum links



The Show
The Bumblebee Story
‘The Bumblebee Story’ is an assembly 
style journey of discovery about 
all things bumblebee. Students are 
immersed in the bumblebees’ world 
using giant props, including flowers 
and a nest.
The show begins by challenging some 
common bumblebee misconceptions, 
before exploring their natural history. 
Students will be amazed by several of the 
bumblebees’ extraordinary adaptations, 
such as how fast they beat their wings, 
how they see and the incredible 
relationships they have with flowers. 
The final part of the show addresses 
the interaction between people and 
bumblebees, including food security      
and the devastating impacts of habitat  
loss and climate change. It also explores 
the simple ways in which anyone can get 
involved in bumblebee conservation.

Giant props 
allow students 

to immerse 
themselves in 

the bumblebees’   
world.

B.E.E. is supported by a range of online 
resources which can be found at:
bumblebeeconservation.org

Images: B.E.E show in action



“Absolutely brilliant . . a project 
to get students buzzed up about 

science and bees!”
Source: Outdoor education provider



“It’s just so unique and 
different . . there’s nothing 

else like this”
Source: Teacher, Anthony Gell school



The second part of 
the experience is 

a classroom based 
science workshop, 

during which students 
will have the opportunity 

to use exciting science 
equipment to delve 

deeper into the world 
of bumblebees, while 

learning scientific skills 
that meet curriculum

 requirements.

Workshop
Classroom based workshops allow 

groups of up to 30 students to use high 
quality equipment to delve deeper into 

the world of bumblebees

Identification skills
Students use identification keys to identify 
bumblebees to species level. For an extra 
challenge, students can identify to caste.

Ultraviolet field sketching
This activity will provide students with a 
sense of how bumblebees see flowers 

differently to humans. UV lights will reveal 
hidden patterns, which students will sketch.

Pollen analysis
Using microscopy, students use key 

features of pollen grains to determine which 
flower each bumblebee has been visiting.

Careers
Students will be provided with information 
about volunteering and careers in 
conservation, including options for further 
and higher education. 
Images: B.E.E workshop activities

The ‘hands-on’ 
workshop allows 

students to 
develop their 

scientific skills.



Supported by:
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The Bumblebee Conservation Trust is 
a registered charity (England & Wales 
1115634 / Scotland SC042830). Company 
registration number 05618710 (England 
& Wales). Registered Office: Bumblebee 
Conservation Trust, Lakeside Centre, 
Lakeside Country Park, Wide Lane, 
Eastleigh, Hampshire, SO50 5PE.

www.bumblebeeconservation.org

Follow us on:

In partnership with:
University of Derby, Peak District National 
Park, Moors for the Future, Chesterfield 
Borough Council, Chatsworth, Derbyshire 
Wildlife Trust, Derbyshire County Council, 
National Trust, Little Green Space and 
Eastern Moors.
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