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Just like people, plants need males and females to reproduce and create new plants. In order to do this, 
male reproductive cells from a particular flower have to meet with the female reproductive cells of another 
flower of the same type, this is called pollination. This is not straightforward for plants as they are anchored 
to the ground and unable to move.

Mystery 1: What is pollination?
Pollination occurs when pollen from a fl ower’s                         is transferred to the                        of 
another fl ower of the same type. When this happens, the pollen sends a pollen ________ down to 
the               and into an                       . When this happens fertilisation occurs and a seed is created.

Mystery 2: Why are bumblebees important in pollination?
Bumblebees visit fl owers to collect pollen, for their _________, and nectar for energy. When the 
bumblebees collect the pollen, some of it sticks to their ________. When the bumblebee lands 
on the next fl ower some of the pollen can fall off. Bumblebees often show _____________ when 
feeding and visit lots of fl owers of the                        type.

Mystery 3: Why do we need bumblebees to produce some of  the fruits that we eat?
When ____________ happens, a seed is formed in a fl ower’s ovary. That ovary then swells and 
becomes the ________ of a fruit. Many of these fruits, such as                       , are eaten by people. 
Bumblebees are important in this process because                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                                                 

Task 1: Look at the diagram on the left, showing the di� erent parts of  a fl ower. Create your own 
sketch of  the diagram and try to add the labels to your sketch while covering the original diagram. 

Task 2: Use the information card sorting template to sort the information cards and then use them 
to solve the three mystery questions below.

Draw your diagram in this box

{

petal

anther
fi lament

sepal

stigma

ovary
ovules
nectary

stamen


