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Bumblebee larvae 
need protein rich 
pollen to grow and 
develop into adults.

Plants produce 
brightly coloured 
flowers that are 
attractive to 
bumblebees.

Lots of  plants 
produce sticky or 
spiky pollen.

Bumblebees need to 
visit lots of  flowers to 
collect enough pollen 
for their larvae.

If  a pollen grain 
lands on the stigma 
of  the same species 
it grows a pollen tube 
down into the ovary 
and into an ovule.

As adults, 
bumblebees mostly 
feed on nectar.

Nectar is produced 
within flowers.

Pollen already stuck 
to a bumblebee can 
fall off  onto another 
flower that the 
bumblebee visits.

When a pollen tube 
is connected to an 
ovule, fertilisation 
takes place and the 
ovule grows into a 
seed.

The stigma of  a flower 
is often sticky so that 
pollen grains can 
stick to it.

Bumblebees brush 
most of  the pollen 
from their hairs onto 
a special part of  their 
hind leg called a 
pollen basket.

The ovary of  the 
flower swells and 
becomes the flesh of 
a fruit.

Bumblebees often 
show preferences 
when feeding and will 
visit lots of  flowers of 
the same type.

When a bumblebee 
lands on a flower 
pollen from the 
flower’s anther gets 
stuck to their hairs.

Think about an apple. 
The seeds inside 
used to be the ovules 
of  a flower and the 
fleshy part that you 
eat used to be the 
ovary of  that flower.

Bumblebees can 
only fly for 40 minutes 
before needing to 
refuel with nectar.

For a plant to 
reproduce, pollen from 
an anther needs to 
be transferred to the 
stigma of a flower of 
the same type.

Mystery information cards
Cut out the cards below and use the card sorting template to organise them. Use the 
information to help you solve the mysteries.

pollen in pollen basket


