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Pollinating the Peak is thousands of people learning about our local bumblebees,

caring more about them, planting, recording and speaking out for them.

Welcome

Welcome to the second edition of the
Pollinating the Peak project e-news,

where you can find out about the latest
news and developments in our exciting
and ambitious natural heritage project,

including dates for your diary and
information on how you can get

involved. 
 

For regular updates, visit our twitter
and project page by clicking on the

icons above.
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BeeWalk Bumblebee Survey

Spring has well and truly sprung and I have had the
pleasure of spotting the first bumblebees in my
garden this year, but have you started BeeWalking
yet?

BeeWalk, the Bumblebee Conservation Trust's
national recording scheme begins in March each year,
and runs through to October. During this time,
hundreds of volunteers throughout the UK walk a
monthly 1km route, recording all the bumblebees they
see on the BeeWalk Survey website. 

The data is analysed by our Science Manager, Dr
Richard Comont, and the knowledge gained on
numbers and location of the UK's 24 species of
bumblebee is used to inform our conservation
work. You can read our 2017/2018 BeeWalk report
here. The 2018/2019 report is due out soon!

It's never too late to join in, and Pollinating the Peak
run bumblebee identification training sessions to help
people gain the skills needed to record bumblebees in
Derbyshire. Look out for future training events on our
Events calendar 

Buzzing schools

Since our launch in October, the Bumblebee Education Experience (B.E.E.) has been zig-zagging its way

across Derbyshire, like a newly emerged bumblebee queen searching for a nest site. We have visited

seven secondary schools in our project area, including state, independent and special schools. We are

privileged to have shared the bumblebee story with over 800 students, in both rural and city centre locations

and equip them with the knowledge and skills to value bumblebees and help them to thrive.

B.E.E. will continue to create a sense of wonder, across Derbyshire schools, throughout the bumblebee

flight season and we are excited to already have lots of bookings for the coming months.

B.E.E. is provided for free to secondary schools in Derbyshire, thanks to funding from National Lottery

Heritage Fund. If you are interested in booking or finding out more about the Bumblebee Education

Experience, visit our website www.bumblebeeconservation.org/b-e-e/ or contact us at:

education@bumblebeeconservation.org
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Practical conservation on Hathersage Moor

In March, the Pollinating the Peak team were joined
by over 20 hardy Eastern Moors Partnership
volunteers and members of the public who braved the
wind and hail to plant 1000 bilberry plants over two
days on Hathersage Moor. The bilberries were
planted under metal cages, built earlier in the year
with help from Eastern Moors Partnership junior
rangers, and designed to protect the young plants
from grazing sheep, deer and cows.

Bilberries flower in spring, before other moorland
plants, and mature bushes are a vital food source
for our 'Jewel of the Peak', the Bilberry bumblebee
(Bombus monticola). Volunteers will monitor Bilberry
bumblebee numbers throughout the summer and we
hope to show that increasing the amount of
this important habitat will help our local populations of
Bilberry bumblebee.

Thank you to everyone who helped make the muck-in
day a success, including 'The Sign Guys' - the
Chesterfield based business which kindly donated the
cage signs for our project. This event has raised the
profile of Pollinating the Peak and the Bilberry
b bl b th t f t d i l l d ti l

https://www.visit-eastern-moors.org.uk/


bumblebee, as the story featured in local and national
news - our Project Manager Sally, was also
interviewed for BBC radio! 

Volunteer spotlight: Darcey Gillie

Hi Darcey! Can you tell us a bit about what you do as a volunteer with Bumblebee Conservation Trust?
I attend events and talk to the public about bumblebees, and what we're trying to achieve through the Pollinating the
Peak project (PtP). More recently, I've been helping to organise events. It's a very inclusive culture, and as
volunteers we are routinely asked for ideas and input to benefit the project, and ultimately bumblebees.

What has been the most enjoyable or rewarding thing you have done so far with the project?
I've felt there was something a bit different and special about the Trust since the beginning, and getting to know and
work with the PtP staff and other volunteers has been an absolute delight. Learning about scything - not just how to
do it, but its environmental benefits, history and culture - was extremely enjoyable. Most rewarding are
conversations with the public. I love hearing their stories and experiences of encounters with nature, providing
information and advice when they need it. 

What are you looking forward to in the next year? 
This year I plan to find some Bilberry bumblebees and do more scything. I'm keen to support work with the Trust in
Glossop – the town has a unique community and I believe we can work together to make it the “bumblebee-
friendliest place in the UK”. I'm also hoping to take advantage of the excellent training opportunities that Pollinating
the Peak provides. There’s always something new arising, so I'm looking forward to getting involved in things I
haven't yet considered.

What would you say to someone thinking about volunteering with Pollinating the Peak?
Do it! I've been impressed with the warm, welcoming inclusive culture of the Trust, the PtP team, and the wonderful
people I've volunteered with. Volunteering with the Trust has been a fantastic opportunity to learn more about
bumblebees, other pollinators, plants, and the environment. You can get involved with a range of activities that
make a real difference for bumblebees, people and communities. If you're interested in learning, and transforming
your perspective, volunteering with the Trust will certainly help you do this. It’s wonderful now being able to see the
world through the eyes of a bumblebee! 



Can you help? Have you found any dead bumblebees? In early spring, queen bumblebees emerge from

hibernation but the unfortunate ones will die if there is not enough food available. Bumblebees that have

died of natural causes can be used for engagement and education, as they allow us to show people these

fascinating creatures up close. If you find any good intact specimens, please send them to

Bumblebee Conservation Trust, 63-65 Dunston House, Dunston Road, Chesterfield, S41 9QD.

2019 upcoming events

If you are interested in volunteering for the project, or would
like to attend the events listed below, 
please contact rhodri.green@bumblebeeconservation.org or
call 07525 115724. Booking is essential.

For further details on these events and future dates, please
see our online Events calendar.

April
Friday 12th, 11-3pm Meet the Bilberry Bumblebee Edale Visitor Centre
Sun 21st, 12-3.30pm Golden Day (Bumblebee Art) Buxton Museum
Thu 25th, 11-3pm Bumblebee Discovery Day Kedleston Hall

Sat 27th, 11-4pm Volunteers Day* Spring Bank Arts Centre, New
Mills

May

Sat 4th, 1-3pm
Bee kind - Gardening for
bumblebees Eastwood Park, Chesterfield

Thu 9th, 10-4pm Basic bumblebee ID training* Kedleston Hall
Sat 11th, 10.30-4pm Glossop Car Show 2019 Manor Park, Glossop
Wed 29th, 11-3pm Bumblebee Safari Carsington Water Visitor Centre

June
Sat 1st, 10-4pm Volunteers Day* Chesterfield
Wed 5th - Sun 9th RHS Chatsworth Flower ShowChatsworth House
Sat 29th, 10-4pm Bumblebee Blitz Hardwick Hall

*Booking essential.

https://www.bumblebeeconservation.org/


Pollinating the Peak is supported by the National Lottery Heritage Fund and other charitable trusts. Project
partners: Chatsworth Estate, Chesterfield Borough Council, Derbyshire County Council, Derbyshire

Wildlife Trust, Eastern Moors Partnership, Little Green Space, Ministry of Justice, Moors for the Future
Partnership, National Trust, Peak District National Park Authority, Redrow PLC, University of Derby.

You are receiving this newsletter because you have signed up at an event or when
becoming a volunteer. We hope you enjoy reading it!

If you wish to be removed from the mailing list, email:
annie.ives@bumblebeeconservation.org

Bumblebee Conservation Trust. Registered Charity No:1115634 / Scottish Charity No:
SC042830. All rights reserved. Copyright ©. 2019.
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