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Pollinating the Peak is thousands of people learning about our local bumblebees,
caring more about them, planting, recording and speaking out for them.

Welcome
As Autumn arrives and the cold, dark
nights draw in, the Pollinating the Peak
team are reflecting on a busy summer full
of fun family events and habitat work but
the work isn't over!
Our project e-news contains the latest
update on our exciting and ambitious
natural heritage project, including dates
for your diary and information on how you
can get involved.

It's a wonderful scythe!
Scything is a traditional grassland
management method with many benefits
for both wildlife and people - we
experienced a great personal connection
with the land, making it quite a meditative
practice!
Scything allows a better control of the cut,
the ability to selectively mow (avoiding
wildlife or important vegetation) and is less
disruptive to wildlife. Of course, more than
anything, at Pollinating the Peak we enjoy
the social aspect of scything, working the
land together and being able to chat
without noisy machinery!
In September, Andy, Annie & Rhodri
visited our Making a Buzz for the
Coast colleagues in Kent, to take part in
some refresher training with Jez 'The
Scythe' and to help with the annual cut of
local land-owner Gwen's field.
It was a big undertaking but luckily we had
the help from volunteers and enthusiastic
locals who were benefiting from the free
scything training event, funded by the
National Lottery Heritage Fund.
The Pollinating the Peak team have also
been working with staff at Peak District
National Park Authority to create a
meadow at their HQ, Aldern House, using
this classic technique.

BeeWalk update
An important part of Pollinating the Peak
project is monitoring and surveying local
bumblebee populations using Bumblebee
Conservation Trust's BeeWalk method.
Volunteers have joined us on monthly
walks at National Trust Longshaw and
Hathersage Moor while our project
assistant Annie has carried out weekly
surveys at Totley Moss for her university
project.

So far this year we have recorded over
500 bees in the Peak District! This data
will be added to the national dataset to
give picture of 'how our bumblebees are
doing'.
Adam Smith, a University of Sheffield student, created a short film featuring Pollinating the Peak, including
our BeeWalk volunteers and interviews with project staff.

Watch the video

The Jewel of the Peak District
The Bilberry bumblebee (Bombus
monticola) is a scarce and under recorded
bumblebee species in the Peak District.
Our project is creating a booklet of
'bumblebee walks' and we hope to include
local 'hotspots' for this very special
species... but we need your help!
If you have any recent records, sightings
or photographs of the Bilberry bumblebee
in Derbyshire, please send details to
rhodri.green@bumblebeeconservation.org

Bumblebees within prison grounds
In April, as part of our habitat advice work with the Ministry of Justice, we visited prisons in
Derbyshire early to see how they manage their land for bumblebees and talk about what
they could do to improve habitat around the prison sites.
Foston Hall, a Closed Female prison near Sudbury, were so inspired by our visit that they
asked us back to lead some basic bumblebee identification training for their staff and
prisoners. This prison is set in extensive grounds that were once the hunting estate of the
Broadhurst family, with much of the original house and formal gardens remaining.
On a slightly overcast day early in July, we headed out for the prison gardens with nets,
pots and ID sheets, and crossed our fingers that the sun - and some bees - would come
out… We needn’t have worried! Staff and prisoners alike were all incredibly enthusiastic
and after a brief introduction to the bumblebee lifecycle, links with flowers and food, and
some simple tips for ID, we were out in the garden catching and identifying bumblebees –
in the sunshine. It was great to see people engaging so enthusiastically with the training
and getting stuck in so confidently with catching and identifying the bumblebees – as well
as to see the fantastic habitat work that had been done around the site since our first visit.
We’ve already been asked to go back next year and the prison are planning to put up
bumblebee identification and interpretation boards around the site.
Note: due to restrictions, we are unable to take photos inside the prison.

Tapton Lock Festival

Last month, Pollinating the Peak enjoyed two days at Tapton Lock Festival, making
masks with local families and explaining why bumblebees are superheroes!

2019 upcoming events
If you are interested in volunteering for the project, or would
like to attend the events listed below,
please contact rhodri.green@bumblebeeconservation.org or
call 07525 115724.
For further details on these events and future dates, please
see our online Events calendar.

October

October
Baslow Jubilee Community
Orchard

Sat 12th, 12-3pm

Apple Day

Tue 22nd, 11am-5pm

BeeWalk Surveys

Sat 19th, 9.30am-4.30pm

BBCT AGM*

Old Trafford Cricket Ground

DaNES Annual Insect Show

NTU Brackenhurst Campus,
Southwell

Longshaw & Eastern Moors

November
Sat 9th, 11am-4.30pm
Sat 16th & Sun17th,

Loundsley Green Community

12-4pm

Bumblebee Lantern Workshop*

Centre, Chesterfield

Sat 30th, 4-6pm

Bolsover Lantern Parade

Bolsover Castle

*Booking essential.
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You are receiving this newsletter because you have signed up at an event or when
becoming a volunteer. We hope you enjoy reading it!
If you wish to be removed from the mailing list, email:
annie.ives@bumblebeeconservation.org
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