
Step-by-step guide to setting up a BeeWalk transect   

1. Consider if you are able to commit to a monthly BeeWalk between March and October. You will 

need a couple of hours each month to walk a transect of around 1-2km and submit data. 

 

2. Register as a BeeWalker here and then create an account on the BeeWalk website here 

 

3. If you are new to bumblebees, prepare by brushing up on your identification skills: attend a 

bumblebee ID training event or a guided bee walk, or look at the ID resources listed on the 

BeeWalk website, https://www.beewalk.org.uk/node/11, we have full ID online training videos.  

 
4. Find a suitable location for a transect, somewhere you visit regularly, or want to visit, and which 

has bee-friendly habitats, these can be anything from gardens to coastal dunes and heathland.  

 
5. Using our Habitat and Land Use form, walk your proposed transect, split it into at least 3 sections 

(based on habitat, or if it is all one habitat, split by topography). Note what habitat each section is 

and what the land use is. It will also give you an idea of how long it’s likely to take to walk your 

transect. Remember it will take longer in summer months when bumblebees are at their peak. 

 

6. Set up your transect on the website.  Click on ‘My sites’ tab, then click ‘Add site’ and enter the 

name of your transect. Use the map to zoom in to the site of your route, click to set a central grid 

reference, select the county, enter the number of sections and the year you are setting it up in. 

Click save. The length can be accurately calculated once you have drawn your route, using 

Section Length in the ‘Section Details’ tab.   

 

7. Draw the route of each section on the map (to change between satellite and map view, click the 

cross in the blue square in the top right corner of the map). Click the section number and single-

click on the map where the section starts. Then, join-the-dots style, click on the map where the 

section goes, double-clicking to save it. 

 

8. After repeating this process for each section, click ‘Section details’ to enter the habitat and land 

use types for each one. Using the lengths provided, add up the total transect length and enter onto 

the ‘Site details’ tab. 

 

9. It’s now time to do a BeeWalk. Download the monthly recording form to record your data. 

Ideally, walk your transect between 11am- 5pm, choosing approximately the same time of day 

every month, around the same date.  It’s best if the weather is warm and sunny, with no more 

than a light breeze. Don’t forget to record the date, start and finish time and weather conditions.  

 

10. On your return, submit your data to the website – even if you didn’t see anything. Click on the 

‘My walks’ tab to bring up a list of dates to the present day and a dropdown menu where you can 

select your transect. Click on the relevant date and you will be taken to a recording screen where 

you can enter weather conditions and the time your walk started and ended (24hr format). 

 

11. Click ‘Next step’ at the bottom right corner. This will take you to the data input page. In the 

species column, type in the name of the bees you saw (English or Latin). Then choose the section 

number from the drop-down menu and fill in the number of each caste (queen, worker or male) 

that you saw in that section. You can record an unidentified bumblebee by entering 

Bumblebee in the species column. There is an option to select White/buff-tailed worker in 

the species list, as the workers of these species can be difficult to tell apart in the field.  

 

12. There is a final page where you can note any changes to the transect - such as flooding - before 

finally clicking ‘Save’.  Congratulations, you have finished your first BeeWalk! 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=ylEBqZnNQECC6LKkf4WyjUf8MPW8IUxJhcOZ-RsIiCtUMFFBTDFKOFJVT0tMT0s1S05PSFNYSlpVUC4u
https://www.beewalk.org.uk/user/register
https://www.bumblebeeconservation.org/events-calendar/
https://www.beewalk.org.uk/node/11
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLPhsa9yg1KN97bLqq8-8Tcal51iTBfp--
https://www.bumblebeeconservation.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Transect-description-form-plus-habitat-landuse-list.pdf
http://www.beewalk.org.uk/
https://www.bumblebeeconservation.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Monthly-Recording-Form.pdf

