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Did you know six of the UK’s 24 bumblebees are cuckoo bees, and are named this way
because, just like the bird, they have a parasitic lifestyle. But don’t be alarmed, they are
important pollinators in their own right and are not a major threat to social bumblebee
populations. A female cuckoo bee will go into the nest of a social bumblebee, kill the queen,
and take it over for herself.

A cuckoo bee does not produce any workers, just new females and males. They also don’t
collect pollen because the original queen’s workers collect it for them! This is why cuckoo
bumblebees don’t have pollen baskets on their legs.

For more information on different bumblebee species visit bumblebeeconservation.org
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